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Where  do we  want  to  go ? 
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Agenda 
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Language and reading 

Development of reading literacy: 
 decoding, reading comprehension 

Heterogeneity in the classrooms 

Whole Class Reading Lessons 

Differrentiating Reading Comprehension Excercises 

Differentiating Texts 

Vocabulary Work 



HETEROGENEITY IN THE CLASSROOMS 
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Reading literacy  
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Reading literacy isΧ 

ÅΧ the ability to employ άreadingά in different situations 
that are meaningful and of practical relevance 

(Bos et al., 2003) 

ÅΧ ŀ precondition to further develop ƻƴŜΨǎ potential and 
for participating in social life 

(Baumert et al., 2001) 

 
More specifically: 
ÅΧ the potential to successfully master certain kinds of 

demands based on text and reading 
(Artelt et al., 2007, S. 11) 
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Lexical 
Non-
lexical 

Decoding 

Reading 

Reading 
comprehension 

Text 

Sentence 

Word 



(Klicpera, Schabmann, & Gasteiger-Klicpera, 2003) 



(Klicpera, Schabmann, & Gasteiger-Klicpera, 2003) 



(Klicpera, Schabmann, & Gasteiger-Klicpera, 2003) 

Children develop at different paces! 
The development starts more or less at the same time, but the children 
depart from different initial levels. After further time, the children reach  

different levels in their development. 



/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΨǎ development 

DIFFERENTIATION 

Emprical findings: 

Å Already at the end of Grade 1/ middle of Grade 2: huge gap between  
children with high and those with low reading performace  

(z.B. Klicpera & Gasteiger-Klicpera, 1993; Landerl & Wimmer, 2008) 

Ą Heterogeneity in the classrooms 
 

Children develop at different paces! 



Reading and  Language  
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Reading experience 

(Reciprocal Model, Nagy, 2005) 

Reading comprehension vocabulary 
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Lexical 
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LANGUAGE 
e.g. vocabulary 



Empirical findings: relation of language and 
reading 

Å Long-term studies: linguistic skills before entering school predict 
later reading skills 
ïEspecially vocabulary knowledge influences reading comprehension 

(z.B. Muter, Hulme, Snowling, & Stevenson, 2004) 
 

Å Children with specific language impairment before entering school: 
frequently reading problems at school 

(z.B. Catts, Fey, Tomblin, & Zhang, 2002) 
 
 

Å L2 learners: reading acquisition in L2 Ą deficits in reading 
comprehension 
ï Insufficient knowledge in the language of instruction 
ïVOCABULARY  

(z.B. Verhoeven & van Leeuwe, 2012) 



!ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘΧ 

ÅTo ensure ideal learning conditions for ALL children in 
the class, teachers need to be able to accurately 
assess their studentsΨ achievement 

(YŀƳŜΩŜƴǳƛ et al., 2006) 

 

ĄOnly then, differentiation can be 
offered adequately 



DIFFERENTIATION 
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Differentiating in the USA 

Χ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ individualized reading lessons  

Åchildren read different books or magazines that fit 
their reading level.  

 

ÅAssignment of the reading level: informal 

 

ÅCHALLENGE: students do not work on the same 
content 

Ą post-reading communication in either group or 
classroom settings is rather impossible 


